[Tumors of the vitelline sac located in the vagina in children. Apropos of 11 cases].
Eleven infants were treated at the Institut Gustave-Roussy between 1967 and 1980 for a yolk sac tumor localized to vagina. All the children had high serum alpha-foetoprotein levels. The average age was 10 months and the first symptoms were vaginal hemorrhages. The volume of the tumor and tumoral extension, as well as the biopsy, were appreciated by vaginal examination under general anesthesia. Treatment fluctuated during these years; 7/11 children were cured and since 1977, 6/8 (average follow-up 3 1/2 years) with the following therapeutic schedule: primary chemotherapy reducing the tumoral volume, and either partial colpectomy or curietherapy or both. So, these 6 girls were cured with a conservative treatment, preserving uterus and vagina. Two of them had moderate sequelae due to curietherapy.